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as a student by a careful study of the Veda. The
debt he owes to the gods, he repays as a householder,
through a number of sacrifices, small or great. The
debt he owes to his parents, he repays by offerings
to the Manes, and by becoming himself the father
of children.

After having paid these three debts, a man is con-
sidered free of this world.

But besides all these duties, which each faithful
Arya is bound to discharge, there are a great many
other sacrifices which he is expected to perform, if he
can afford it: some of them being daily sacrifices,
others fortnightly, others connected with the three
seasons, with the time of harvest, or with the return
of each half-year or year. The performance of these
sacrifices required the assistance of professional priests,
and must in many cases have been very expensive.
They had to be performed for the benefit of the three
upper classes, the Aryas only, and during these great
sacrifices, a Kshatriya and a Vaisya were both con-
sidered, for the time being, as good as a Brahmana.
The actual performance of the sacrifices, however, and
the benefits derived from that service, were strictly
reserved to the Brahmawas. Some of the sacrifices,
such as the horse-sacrifice and the Ra^asuya, could
be performed for the benefit of Kshatriyas only.
/Sudras were at first entirely excluded from sacrifices,

but low shall tie fall who presumes to seek beatitude without having
discharged those debts. After he has read the "Vedas in the form pre-
scribed by law, has legally begotten a son, and has performed sacrifices
to the best of his power, he (has paid his three debts, and) may then
apply his heart to eternal bliss.' See also Maim, XI, 66, Sometimes
the number is raised to four and five. See Boehtlingk and Both,
* Sanskrit Dictionary,' s. v,
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